
   
 

   
 

 

Guidelines: 2021 Global Call for Evidence on Institutional Care and Education 
 

Thank you for responding to the Global Call for Evidence on Institutional Care and Education. In these 

guidelines, you can find more information on the aim and methodology of the call for evidence, 

definitions of institutions and education, child and data protection issues, and research at Lumos.  

  

The goal of this call for evidence 
Despite widespread recognition of children’s right to education and their right to family, there is a 

critical evidence gap regarding the global links between the two rights and the empirical relationship 

between institutional care and education. This evidence gap prevents relevant sectors from fully 

addressing the tensions and opportunities between the rights to education and family within their 

research, policy, practice and advocacy. The purpose of gathering evidence through this call is to 

contribute to a better understanding of the relationship between institutional care and education in 

diverse contexts around the world, focussing on three main areas: 

 

1) Educational policy and practice as drivers of institutionalisation 

2) Institutional care as a barrier to education 

3) Educational policy and practice as an opportunity for care reform   

 

We hope to draw on the collective expertise and experience of practitioners, policymakers, 

researchers, advocates and others across the fields of child protection and education to support the 

work of relevant sectors going forward. 

  

Methodology 
The Call for evidence invites everyone with relevant examples, information, knowledge and resources 

to respond to the call for evidence by completing the online survey. Given the diversity of knowledge 

and experiences, respondents are free to structure their submission in the way they deem most 

suitable.  

 

Submissions should be made under one of the following sections: 

1) Lack of available or accessible education as a driver of institutionalisations 

2) Institutional care as a barrier to education  

3) Educational policy and practice which promotes care reform, including deinstitutionalisation 

Respondents can also include publications or other resources in support of each submission by 

selecting “add resource”. Relevant resources may include: published or unpublished research papers, 

articles, policy briefs, presentations, reviews, evaluations, fact sheets, manuals, policies, strategies, 

news media, conference papers and dissertations.  

Respondents can make additional submissions by selecting “add new submission”.  

  

Example of submission 
For example, if you wanted to provide information about children who are sent to a boarding school 

because this was the only way for them to access schooling, this would be a submission under Section 

1. If you wanted to share a journal article about lack of schooling for children in institutional care, this 

would be a submission under Section 2. If you had an example of policy which redistributes teachers  

 



   
 

   
 

 

to rural areas to ensure children can access education in their local community, this would be a 

submission under Section 3.  

  

How submissions will be used 
Lumos is grateful for all submissions. We are gathering information in several ways, including this Call 

for Evidence. All information will be analysed and contribute towards a publication, which aims to 

contribute evidence for education and alternative care sectors when developing strategies, 

interventions, and policies for improving the realisation of the right to education and family life for 

children around the world. Your submissions will contribute to addressing some of the major gaps in 

the global evidence base and help strengthen the child protection sector to improve the lives of 

children. This will be a central feature of upcoming publications from Lumos.  

                                                           

At the end of the online survey, you will be asked to indicate whether you want us to use your or your 

organisation’s name when citing or paraphrasing your submissions. We are happy to give full credit 

but can also ensure that your submissions remain anonymous.  

  

Children’s institutions and education: the evidence gap 

The right of all children to live with their families is enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child (CRC) and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). In addition, the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), and the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights all recognise the right to education for all and Sustainable Development 

Goal (SDG) 4 calls upon education systems to ensure inclusive and equitable quality for all. However, 

children’s rights to family life and education are often portrayed as contradictory or even mutually 

exclusive in certain cases. Based on previous Lumos’ research and experience, lack of access to 

education in the community is one of the main drivers of the institutionalisation of children around 

the world. Children with special educational needs (SEN) and disabilities are particularly at risk of being 

institutionalised in the absence of inclusive education.  

 

Despite widespread recognition of children’s right to education and their right to family, there is a 

critical evidence gap regarding the global links between the two rights and the empirical relationship 

between institutional care and education. To date, there are only a handful of literature sources that 

have specifically addressed the nexus of education and institutional care from an international 

perspective. 

The current evidence base on the education-institutional care nexus shows several gaps, which this 

Global Thematic Review hopes to address. 

• First, the existing literature appears rather fragmented into country-specific studies. The 

Review attempts to develop a global narrative that relates to diverse contexts around the 

world. 

• Second, the existing sources do not take a strong rights-based approach. The Global Thematic 

Review integrates a rights lens throughout and pays particular attention to it by building a 

new conceptual framework.  

• Third, promising policies and practices to uphold children’s rights to education and family have 

not been studied in a systematic manner. The Global Thematic Review responds to this gap 

by conducting a series of case studies on promising policies and practices. 

 



   
 

   
 

What is a children’s institution?  
The term ‘children's institution’ covers residential facilities, which may be known as ‘orphanages’, 

compound/cluster facilities, ‘reception centres’ for unaccompanied migrant children, residential 

health facilities, psychiatric wards, residential ‘special schools’, and boarding schools.  

 

Although not all children’s institutions look or operate in the same way – some may be run by the 

state, others by private providers, some may be materially well resourced, others struggling to provide 

the basics – they are all characterised by the same ‘institutional culture’ that prevails. They deny 

children their freedom, isolate them from their families and communities, leave children without 

sufficient control over their lives and over decisions which affect them and often deny them their right 

to an identity. It is common for the requirements of the institution itself take precedence over the 

children’s individual needs.  

 

What is education? 
The Oxford Living Dictionary defines education as: ‘the process of receiving or giving systematic 
instruction, especially at a school or university.’1 Education comprises lifelong learning that takes place 
in formal and non-formal environments, as well as informal learning. This thematic review is largely 
focused on formal education, education which is  ‘institutionalised, intentional and planned through 
public organizations and recognised private bodies, and–in their totality–constitute the formal 
education system of a country.’2 The review will also consider non-formal education, which is also 
institutionalised, intentional and planned by an education provider, but which is ‘an addition, 
alternative and/or complement to formal education within the process of lifelong learning of 
individuals.’3 

 

Child protection and safeguarding 
The safety and protection of children and adults at risk, both online and offline, is always Lumos' 

highest priority. Lumos has a duty to report any concerns about the safety and well-being of children 

and adults at risk that may be revealed through this call for evidence, though we request respondents 

not to disclose personally identifiable on individual children or adults, including names and exact 

locations. The only exception is information that is readily available in the public domain, such as 

publicly available legal proceedings, media articles or publications.  If you are concerned that a child 

or adult at risk may be experiencing harm or abuse, it is important that this is reported to the 

appropriate authorities within the country where the harm is occurring, unless it is unsafe to do so.  If 

you feel that it is unsafe to report the matter to authorities, please seek immediate advice from 

trusted local services or NGOs, as they will be best placed to provide advice within the specific legal 

and cultural context.   

If you have any other questions regarding safeguarding at Lumos, please contact us at 

safeguarding@wearelumos.org. 

 

Privacy and data protection 
Lumos strongly values privacy and data protection. Respondents are asked to indicate in what way 

they allow their submissions to be used, presented and communicated by Lumos. We also enable the  

 
1 https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/right-education-handbook 
2 UNESCO and UNESCO Institute for Statistics. 2012. International Standard Classification of Education: ISCED 2011. UNESCO Institute for 

Statistics. Montreal, Canada, para. 36. Cited in  https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/right-education-handbook, p. 24 
3 Ibid. 

mailto:safeguarding@wearelumos.org
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/right-education-handbook
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/right-education-handbook


   
 

   
 

 

 

option of making an anonymous submission, which can be done by leaving the contact information 

fields blank.  

 For more information, please read the Lumos Privacy Policy, which sets out how we use and protect 

any personal data that are shared with us, as well as the SurveyMonkey Privacy Policy.  

 

About Lumos 
Named after the light-giving spell in Harry Potter, Lumos is an international children’s organisation 

founded by J.K. Rowling in 2005. We work to end the institutionalisation of children worldwide. Lumos 

seeks to better understand and tackle the root causes of family separation – poverty, discrimination, 

trafficking– and transform care systems in diverse contexts. The Lumos Evidence, Advocacy and 

Campaigns team generates evidence for change by contributing to different areas of the global 

evidence base on transforming child protection policy and practice.  

  

Contact details 
For any question or comments about the call for evidence or these guidelines, please contact us at 

callforevidence@wearelumos.org. 

https://www.wearelumos.org/privacy-policy/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/mp/legal/privacy/

